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When we first became involved with the rezoning of the Prospect three corridors we were 

told that having the apartments along these roads would lead to an increase in overall rates 

collected and residential rates rises would be able to be contained in the future. 

 

Then we were told that it was important to increase the number of commercial properties 

to help increase the rate base and contain residential rate rises. 

 

Now what we are being told is that council has limited opportunity to gain revenue other 

than from rate income, presumable residential rate income, as we have fewer commercial 

properties that contribute proportionally less to total rate revenue compared to many other 

metropolitan councils. 

 

It is very difficult to know if any of these comments will result in any change to the rates 

cost for residents into the future and if so when, especially while there are big cost items  on 

the council’s agenda eg the CLIC, the council street party, support for businesses and the 

magazine.  

 

Prospect is a small council with a limited ability to raise income from either residential or 

commercial rates and so spending needs to occur with this in mind. 

 

The library is something that had to happen but it did not have to happen in the way that is 

currently occurring which includes the demolition of a 12 year old building.  The site was not 

supported by 4 councillors and the community was not included in this decision.  

 

The community now has to wear this outcome whether it is supported  or not.  So council 

having made that decision must then plan the budget knowing this is a very expensive 

decision. ie it means other activity needs to be contained in order to manage this very large 

and expensive project.  It is also known that most developments end up costing more than 

the original  budget no matter how carefully they are planned. There is no evidence in the 
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budget about how this will be managed.  The council needs a contingency plan for when and 

if this occurs.  That means spending aside from the major project should only occur on 

essential items until the full cost of this project has been realised.  It is not now up to the 

residents of Prospect to fund a budget that includes non essential activity and a possible 

budget blow out.   This is a significant concern.  This project will not benefit the whole 

community as there is not enough off street parking to cater for all the people particularly 

older people from the eastern side of Prospect who could wish to use these services. 

 

In order to contain spending against the expensive CLIC project the street party another 

expensive cost at $250,000 should be used to offset the new cost for waste at $255,000 that 

can no longer create income from China.  There are also costs for this event that are not 

evident in the budget as costs of staff time spent on organising this event would be 

significant. (It would be useful in future budgets to have a breakdown on staff time spent on 

expensive projects.)   

 

 It is true that if a lot of money is spent on an event it should be good but that it not a good 

basis for having an expensive event at a time of budget constraint especially if many people 

who come are from outside the council area.  

 

In the new budget the street party should be abandoned and this money go to covering the 

additional costs for waste management. Arguing that it promotes Prospect to the rest of 

Adelaide is not enough to warrant residents paying for an event that many locals do not 

attend. 

 

There is considerable concern about the cost and environmental impact of the magazine 

given the council strategy to be environmentally active, sustainably focused.  It has been 

growing in size over time, is glossy which is environmentally difficult to break down and 

seems to be becoming almost a newspaper social pages. It does not fit at all with the 

council’s environmental sustainability plans.  There are many other ways that council could 

inform residents about services and issues without spending so much money eg face book, 
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webpage, email etc.  There are also other ways the magazine could be delivered other than 

by priority paid post.  It could be hand delivered with the messenger newspaper at 

considerable reduced cost. 

 

If due to fewer commercial operations that contribute proportionally less to the total rate 

revenue compared to many other metropolitan types of council is council spending too 

much of resident’s rates on commercial enterprises.  There seem to be many projects aimed 

at this sector.  Currently many core activities for residents are not being done.  A councillor 

at a recent meeting stated that he knew of streets that were down for maintenance on their 

street in two years time.  This situation had been the case for 17 years.  Is this acceptable 

when commercial enterprises where a lot of money is being spent will not do much to 

increase our rate base.  Some residents currently experience pot holes in surrounding roads 

for months on end so what are some residents getting out of a budget with the extremely 

expensive rates.  

 

The total number of projects that the council embarks on in time of constraint should be 

further reduced. For example 

 No money should be spent on the parklands.  This should not be a priority 

project as it is not part of the council area. 

 The City Wide Public Art Roundtable should be deferred given it is not an 

essential service. 

 Remediating Landscaping on Prospect /Churchill  Roads should be deferred 

when remediation for other council areas  is deferred for years. 

 Council should reconsider all the projects to do with businesses and reduce 

the spending here. 

 All the master plans should remain on hold until the CLIC is finalised and the 

overall cost known.  

Council needs to make sure services are not abandoned for continual input into business 

enterprises or major projects that only benefit a few as the only priority.  Rates do need to 

be set at an affordable level having regard to the city’s Strategic plan and its social, 
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environmental, economic and financial objectives BUT balanced against the community’s 

ability to pay. 

 

The residential rate increase should be kept to about 2.3% ( current CPI rate).   

 

There is little in the budget for older residents.  Young people should not be the only focus.  

Fred  Morris in his submission on the open space strategy pointed out that the growth ages 

in Prospect from the 2016 consensus are between  0-9 (172), 25- 34 (384), 80-89 (255)  but 

most significantly between 50 and 74 ( 1447).  Is council targeting projects and services 

correctly or concentrating on young people at the expense of older people.  

 

 

I 
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