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AGENDA ITEM NO.: 23.2 

TO: Council on 15 December 2015 

DIRECTOR: Nathan Cunningham, Director Community, Planning and 

Communications 

REPORT AUTHOR: Brendan Lott, Manager Community Development 

SUBJECT: Australia Day Citizen of the Year Awards 2016 

 

 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Australia Day Citizen Award, Young Citizen Award and Community Event of the Year 
Awards are presented annually to local citizens and groups who have made an 
outstanding contribution to the community.  

1.2 The Awards are provided by the Australia Day Council of South Australia and are 
administered by Local Government Authorities throughout the state on their behalf. 

1.3 In choosing the recipients of the Australia Day Citizen of the Year Awards, regard is 
given to the nominee's achievements in the year immediately prior to receiving the 
award, as well as their past achievements and ongoing contribution to the community. 

1.4 Awards are typically announced at City of Prospect’s Australia Day celebrations, 
although this year will be presented immediately after the Mayors opening speech on 
the main stage at the Tourrific Prospect Event on Monday 18 January 2016. 

1.5 All nominations received have been assessed in accordance with the eligibility criteria 
set by the Australia Day Council of SA and after consideration by staff and Elected 
Member Champions, the recommendations below are put forward. 

2. RECOMMENDATION 

(1) City of Prospect Citizen of the Year 2016 is awarded to Pat Brierly. 

(2) City of Prospect Young Citizen of the Year 2016 is awarded to Sophie 
Harris. 

(3) City of Prospect Community Event of the Year 2016 is awarded to the 
Prospect District Cricket Club for their Summer School Holiday Event. 

(4) Pursuant to Section 91(7) of the Local Government Act, 1999 Council 
orders that the report, attachments and minutes relating to this Agenda 
Item be kept confidential as it was considered by the Council under Section 
90(2) and (3)(a) to include information the disclosure of which would 
involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the 
personal affairs of any person (living or dead) as it contains the winner of 
an award process. 
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(5) The Order of Confidentiality be released on 19 January 2016 with the 
exception of those listed above who are to be advised of their success 
ahead of the ceremony so as to ensure their attendance. 

 

3. RELEVANCE TO CORE STRATEGIES / POLICY 

3.1 Core Strategy 1 – Our Community.  

1.1 Create an active, healthy, connected and safe community. 

1.1.1 Encourage and support community leadership and participation. 

1.4  Involve our Youth. 

 1.4.2 Engage young people in local decision making, leadership 
opportunities and meaningful community participation.  

1.7  Provide diverse volunteer opportunities. 

 1.7.2 Publicly recognise the contribution and success of our volunteers. 

4. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

4.1 The Community, Planning and Communications Champions and Friend met on 
Tuesday 8 December 2015 to discuss the received nominations and provide 
recommendations for awards recipients. The group is comprised of Cr Mark Groote, Cr 
Alison Bowman, Cr Mark Standen and Cr Allen Harris, together with relevant staff who 
managed the process. 

4.1.1. Cr. Allen Harris as the parent of Sophie Harris declared an interest with regard 
to the Young Citizen of the Year nomination of his daughter. 

4.1.2. Cr. Mark Groote was unable to attend the meeting. 

4.2 To promote the program and encourage local residents to nominate recipients for an 
award, large promotional signage was placed on the corner of Fitzroy Terrace and 
Prospect Road, affixed to the front of Prospect Town Hall and placed out the front of 
Prospect Library with a display set up inside the Library. 

4.3 Advertisements calling for nominations were placed in the City North Messenger 
Newspaper on 1 October 2015. The closing date for nominations was 20 November 
2015. 

4.4 Nomination forms and associated information were provided to local residents by: 

 Mail out to one hundred and thirty three (133) local clubs and not-for-profit 
organisations. 

 Email to 11 secondary schools. 

 Advertised and made available from Council’s Customer Service counter, Prospect 
Library and from Council’s website. 

Confidential Item

Released on

20 June 2016

Council Resolution 231/15

Authorised by the CEO



Item 23.2: Australia Day Citizen of the Year Awards 2016  

City of Prospect: Council Agenda 15/12/2015 

 Advertised in the Prospect Magazine Spring 2016 and on Council’s Facebook page. 

5. DISCUSSION 

5.1 An individual need only be nominated once to be considered. The number of 
nominations received per nominee bears no weight in their selection. 

5.2 The selection criteria for Citizen of the Year and Young Citizen of the Year is: 

5.2.1 Significant contribution to the community 

5.2.2 An inspirational role model for the Australian community  

5.2.3 The scope of impact the individual’s contribution has on the local government 
area. 

5.3 The selection criteria for Community Event of the Year is; 

5.3.1 The quality of the event  

5.3.2 The scope of impact the event has on the local government area 

5.3.3 The event’s contribution to the community. 

5.4 The three awards are: 

5.4.1 Citizen of the Year Award - To be eligible, the person must be an Australian 
Citizen on January 26, of the year of the Award.   

5.4.2 Young Citizen of the Year Award - To be eligible, the person must be an 
Australian Citizen under 30 years of age on January 26, of the year of the Award. 

5.4.3 Community Event of the Year Award - This is presented to the person/group who 
has staged the most outstanding community event during the past year. 

5.5 Three (3) nominations were received for the Citizen of the Year Award. 

5.6 Two (2) nominations were received for the Young Citizen of the Year Award. 

5.7 One (1) nomination was received for Community Event of the Year Award.   

5.8 Nominees who are not successful in receiving the prestigious Australia Day Citizen of 
the Year Award are automatically nominated to receive a City of Prospect Community 
Service Award. These awards are presented to citizens who have made a noteworthy, 
voluntary contribution to City of Prospect and are presented in May of each year as 
part of Council’s Volunteer Week celebrations. 

5.9 Nominations were assessed according to their contribution to the community, impact 
on the local area and being an inspirational role model.  A summary of the nominations 
are provided in Attachments 1-3. 

5.10 The recommendations made by the Champions and Friend for the successful award 
nominees were the result of rigorous discussion based upon the detail of each 
nomination and with careful consideration of the criteria set by the Australia Day 
Council.   
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5.11 Keeping the names of the award recipients confidential up until the time of the award 
presentation at the Tourrific Prospect event will heighten the sense of occasion and 
enjoyment gained by the successful recipients. 

Successful Award Nominees 

5.12 Citizen of the Year Award Recipient, Pat Brierly - for significant contribution to the 
community.  Consideration was given to Pat’s role as a founding member of the both 
the Over 50’s Club and the Australian Retired Persons Association (both operating 
from Nailsworth Community Hall) over 25 years ago, with continuous leadership and 
support provided to both groups.    

5.13 Young Citizen of the Year Award Recipient, Sophie Harris for her bravery, resilience, 
courage and contribution through her work for the ‘Cure Brain Cancer Foundation’ by 
raising awareness and $15,000 during the ‘Walk4Brain Cancer’ event for the benefit of 
others. 

5.14 Community Event of the Year Award Recipient - Prospect District Cricket for their 
Summer School Holiday Event. Consideration was given to the quality of the event and 
benefit to the community. The event held at Prospect Oval was free for the community 
with entertainment and an open door invitation to become involved with the Cricket 
Club.  Money raised during this event was donated to Beyond Blue and Arthritis SA.   

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachments 1-3: Summary of the nominations  
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